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Quisque	

Integer	

YOUTH GROUP WILL 
RESUME 

January 29, 2022 
February 12, 2022 

March 5, 2022 
March 19, 2022 

6:30- 8:00 PM AT 
POPE JOHN XXIII 

WATCH YOUR EMAIL 
FOR MORE 

INFORMATION 

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH 
GROUP ON JANUARY 8TH IS 
CANCELLED WE WILL RESUME 
AT THE END OF JANUARY SEE 
THE DATES BELOW. UNTIL 
THEN STAY SAFE! DEACON 
MICHAEL 
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 Youth Group Service Project: Holiday Placemats for Clear Path for Veterans 
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Catholic Answers: January 9th is the Feast of the Baptism of Jesus. But why was Jesus Baptized? 

Why was Jesus baptized? 
JOSEPH MCHUGH 
The	baptism	of	Jesus	was	more	
than	just	a	symbolic	swim.	
Today	some	people	think	that	
Jesus	had	original	sin	and	needed	
to	have	it	washed	away.	When	we	
think	this,	we	take	the	reason	we	
need	to	be	baptized	and	apply	it	to	
Jesus.	Jesus	is	sinless	(Heb.	4:15).		
St.	Thomas	Aquinas	reminded	us	
that	the	baptism	of	Jesus	by	John	
was	purely	symbolic,	unable	to	
forgive	sin	or	incorporate	
someone	into	the	family	of	God.	
Thomas	taught	that	when	Jesus	
was	baptized,	he	“consecrated”	
baptism,	so	to	speak.	In	a	similar	
way,	Jesus’	presence	at	the	
wedding	feast	at	Cana	(John	2:1-
11)	can	be	seen	as	God’s	blessing	
on	marriage.	
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In	his	book	Jesus	of	Nazareth,	Pope	Benedict	
XVI	wrote,	“ In	light	of	the	cross	and	
resurrection,	the	Christian	people	realized	
what	happened:	Jesus	loaded	the	burden	of	
all	mankind’s	guilt	upon	his	shoulders;	he	
bore	it	down	into	the	depths	of	the	Jordan.”	In	
Philippians	2:5-11,	St.	Paul	describes	the	
willingness	to	humble	himself	that	the	Son	of	
God	showed	by	taking	on	himself	our	human	
nature	and	its	burden	of	sin.	The	Catechism	
of	the	Catholic	Church	says:	“Jesus’	gesture	
[of	submitting	to	baptism]	is	a	manifestation	
of	self-emptying.	The	Spirit	who	had	hovered	
over	the	waters	of	the	first	creation	
descended	then	on	the	Christ	as	a	prelude	to	
the	new	creation,	and	the	Father	revealed	
Jesus	as	‘his	beloved	Son’ ”		
Both	Western	and	Eastern	theologies	tell	us	
that	Jesus	was	baptized	not	for	his	own	
benefit,	but	for	ours.	
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“Angels Among Us” (Alabama) 
 
I was walking home from school on a 
cold winter day 
Took a shortcut through the woods, and 
I lost my way 
It was getting late, and I was scared and 
alone 
But then a kind old man took my hand 
and led me home 
 
 

Psalm 91:11	

“For He will give His angels charge 
concerning you, to guard you in all your 
ways.”   
 
Have you every noticed ~ especially 
in the tough times we all experience 
~ that someone or something will 
come along just when we need it 
most to lift your spirits, guide your 
footsteps, give reassurance?  I know 
this has happened for me many 
times, especially during this past 
very challenging year.  Maybe I’m 
feeling a little lost ~ then the sun will 
shine through the window in just a 
way that brightens the room with a 
beautiful glow and my mood is 
instantly lifted.  Or someone sends a 
text to say how are you doing, just 
when I might be feeling alone.  Keep 
your heart open for the little signs 
along the way ~ giving us hope, 
restoring our faith and bringing us 
joy ~ just when we need it most. 
 

In prayer and song …. Mrs. G. 

My mama couldn't see him, oh, but he was 
standing there 
And I knew in my heart, he was the answer to my 
prayers 
 
Oh, I believe there are angels among us 
Sent down to us from somewhere up above 
They come to you and me in our darkest hours 
To show us how to live, to teach us how to give 
To guide us with the light of love 
 
When life held troubled times and had me down 
on my knees 
There's always been someone to come along and 
comfort me 
A kind word from a stranger to lend a helping 
hand 
A phone call from a friend just to say I 
understand 
 
But ain't it kind of funny at the dark end of the 
road 
That someone lights the way with just a single 
ray of hope 
 
Oh, I believe there are angels among us 
Sent down to us from somewhere up above 
They come to you and me in our darkest hours 
To show us how to live, to teach us how to give 
To guide us with the light of love 
 
They wear so many faces, show up in the 
strangest places 
To grace us with their mercy in our time of need 
 
Oh, I believe there are angels among us 
Sent down to us from somewhere up above 
They come to you and me in our darkest hours 
To show us how to live, to teach us how to give 
To guide us with the light of love 
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